C4 
II-C23 


North  Carolina  State  Library 
Raisigh 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 
State  Library  of  North  Carolina 


http://www.archive.org/details/economyofcantonnOOnort 


THE  ECONOMY  OF  CANTON,N.C 


The  preparation  of  this  report  was  financed  in  part  through  an 
urban  planning  grant  from  the  Housing  and  Home  Finance 
Agency,  under  the  provisions  of  section  701  of  the  Housing 
Act   of    1954,    as   amended. 


Prepared  by : 

DEPARTMENT  OF  CONSERVATION  AND  DEVELOPMENT 
DIVISION  OF  COMMUNITY  PLANNING 
STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Robert  D.  Barbour,  Administrator 

John  Voorhees,  Assistant  Administrator 

WESTERN  PIEDMONT  PLANNING  OFFICE 
Gary  M.  Cooper,  Chief  Area  Planner 
Charles  Sellers,  Project  Planner 

*Josef  H.  Perry,  Research  Planner 
Glenda  Yarbrough,  Secretary 
Jackie  Skipper,  Draftsman 
Gay  Brantley,  Cover  Design 

♦Responsible  for  this  report 


P  r  epa  red  for: 

THE  CANTON  PLANNING  COMMISSION 

Fred  Doutt,  Chairman 
Bruce  G.  Manney,  Secretary 
F  .  I  .  Newman 
Henry  S  eama  n 
Underwood  Smathers 
George  Edgerton 
Mrs.  Daisy  Hurley 
J.  L.  Sprinkle 
Rev.  Roger  Sherman 


January ,  196  3 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


1 

2 

3 

10 

20 

22 


32 

A-E 


Summary  and  Conclusion 

I nt  r oduc t  i  on 

Population  Trends 

Style  of  Life  in  Canton 

The  Economy  of  Canton 

--Economic  Commitments  of  Canton  and 

Haywood  County 
--The  Labor  Force  in  Canton  and 

Haywood  County 
— Analysis  of  the  Economy 
Appendi  c  es 


CANTON    IN    ITS    REGIONAL    SETTING 


MAP-I 


SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS 

Canton  is  virtually  a  one-industry  town.    Its  paper 
manufacturing  is  a  growth  industry,  one  of  high  capital 
investment,  high  income,  and  high  productivity,  and  is 
becoming  moreso  as  industry  competition  dictates  capital- 
intensive  production,  but  this  reduces  labor  demand. 
During  the  past  decade  employment  of  local  residents 
declined  by  125  for  men  and  gained  by  182  for  women. 
Because  of  the  stable  employment  with  declines  for  heads 
of  households,  some  1,200  local  residents  migrated  out 
during  the  decade.    If  present  trends  continue,  local 
population  will  increase  only  from  5,068  in  1960  to  5,158 
in  1980. 

Canton  leads  the  State  in  measures  of  income.   The 
family  mean  in  1959  was  $7,197,  family  median  was  $6,587, 
and  per  capita  income  was  $2,327.   Median  adult  educational 
attainment  in  1960  was  11.5  years.   The  median  value  of 
owner-occupied  housing  units  was  $10,900.   These  indications 
of  general  affluence  bear  a  negative  weight:  new  industry 
is  unlikely  to  locate  in  a  place  requiring  high  labor  costs 
unless  it  is  convinced  that  costs  would  be  lowered  through 
high  productivity  of  educated  and  skilled  residents. 

Haywood  County  had  a  total  outmigration  net  of  3,826 
persons  during  the  past  decade.    Losses  in  jobs  for  men  in 
agriculture  and  textiles  cancelled  gains  in  services  and  in 
leather,  rubber,  and  chemicals  industries    An  industry  by 
Industry  employment  projection  indicates  an  employment  gain 
of  between  5.9%  and  8.7%  by  1970.   Population  gains  were 
projected  from  39,711  in  1960  to  40,920  in  1970  and  to 
41,611  in  1980,  a  twenty-year  gain  of  only  4,8%. 
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POPULATION  TRENDS--SUMMARY 


The  population  of  Canton  has  been  virtually  stable  for 
more  than  thirty  years  after  a  boom  during  the  period 
of  rapid  expansion  of  Champion  Paper  and  Fibre  Company's 
Carolina  Division  in  Canton  from  its  establishment  in 
1906  until  1930. 

During  the  decade  195  0-60,  some  1,200  local  residents 
migrated  out.   The  rate  of  outmigration  was  highest  for 
young  adults  reaching  labor  force  age  but  was  also  high 
for  adults  ages  30-49. 


If  past  and  pi-esent  trends  continue,  the  elderly  population 
will  increase  by  nearly  a  half,  while  adults  ages  15-59 
decrease,  resulting  in  a  virtually  stable  population. 


In  terms  of  natural  resources,  but  particularly  of  a 
population  with  high  levels  of  income  and  education, 
there  is  a  potential  for  great  improvement  over  past 
and  present  trends.   Active  civic  and  economic  planning, 
initiated  by  local  citizens,  is  necessary  for  the  realization 
of  that  potential  for  the  future. 
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POPULATION  TRENDS  IN  CANTON  AND  HAYWOOD  COUNTY 
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TABLE  1  --  POPULATION  TRENDS  IN  CANTON,  BEAVERDAM  TOWNSHIP, 
AND  HAYWOOD  COUNTY,   1900-1960 


Year 

CANTON 

B  ea ve  r  dam 
Township 

Haywood 
County 

Total  Population: 

1900 

230 

2,  291 

16  ,222 

1910 

1  ,393 

5,051 

21 , 020 

1920 

2,584 

6  ,938 

23 ,496 

1930 

5,117* 

9,347 

28 , 273 

1940 

5,037 

11 ,352** 

34 ,804 

1950 

4,906* 

11,609 

37  ,631 

1960 

5,068* 

11,969 

39  ,711 

Percent  change 

by  decade: 

1900-10 

+505.7 

+120. 5 

+  29.6 

1910-20 

+  85.5 

+  37  .  4 

+  11  .8 

1920-30 

+  98.0* 

+  34.7 

+  20  .3 

1930-40 

1  .6 

+  21.5** 

+  23  .  1 

1940-50 

2.6* 

+   2.3 

+  8.1 

1950-60 

+   3.3* 

+   3.1 

+  5.5 

*  Includes  population  gain  through  annexation  during  the 

decade . 
**Includes  population  gain  through  annexation  of  part  of 

Clyde  Township  in  1931. 


Despite  its  affluence  and  areal  annexations,  Canton  has 
had  a  virtually  stable  population  for  more  than  thirty  years. 
Table  2  shows  that  when  recent  annexations  are  taken  into 
account,  there  was  a  net  out-migration  of  1,214  persons  during 
the  1950-60  decade,  a  net  loss  of  20.57..  of  the  population;  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  (1,014)  and  annexation  of  an  area 
with  a  1960  population  of  362  resulted  in  a  3.3%  net  gain. 
Net  outmi grat i on  was  general  over  Haywood  County,  but  only 
in  the  most  remote  rural  areas  did  the  rate  exceed  that  of 
Canton.    It  is  ironic  that  Waynesville,  which  compares  quite 
unfavorably  with  Canton  in  measures  of  income,  education,  and 
housing,  has  attracted  more  economic  activities  and  had  little 
outmigration. 


Figure  1  shows  that  the  heaviest  rates  of  outmigration  of 
Canton  residents  are  for  young  adults  reaching  labor  force  age 
(-20.8%  for  persons  ages  10-14  in  1950  who  in  1960  were  ages 
20-24) .   This  is  a  common  pattern  throughout  most  of  this 
part  of  the  nation;  North  Carolina  lost  330,000  persons  through 
outmigration  during  the  past  decade,  and  the  rate  was  highest 
for  young  adults  balked  by  insufficient  job  expansion  in  the 
State.    It  is  significant  that  Canton  also  lost  a  tenth  of  its 
adults  reaching  ages  30-49.   Although  some  of  these  adults 
merely  moved  to  suburban  residences  outside  the  Town,  others 
were,  in  effect,  replaced  by  machines,  resulting  in  uprooting 
their  families  from  the  area. 

Population  Projection:  A  projection  is  a  continuation  of 
past  and  present  trends  into  the  future;  it  is  not  a  prediction. 
Population  projections  were  made  through  use  of  a  computer 
program  devised  for  analysis  of  changes  in  areas'  age-race-sex 


IGURE  1  --  NET  MIGRATION,  1950-1960,  CANTON  AND  HAYWOOD  COUNTY  AS  PERCENT  OF  POPULATION 

OF  SELECTED  AGES 
Net  Out -Migration  Met  In -Migration 

Ages  In    -40% 
1950  1960 


Haywood  County 


TABLE  2  --  COMPONENTS  OF  POPULATION  CHANGE,   1950-60,  FOR 
CANTON,  WAYNESVILLE,  AND  THE  REST  OF  HAYWOOD 
COUNTY 


Component  s 


CANTON   Waynes- 
V  i  1 1  e 


Rest  of   Total 
County   County 


1950  population 

Natural  increase,  1950-60 

Expected  1960  population 

Net  migration 

Actual  1960  population 


4  , 

,906 

5  ,  295 

1, 

,  014 

931 

5, 

,920 

6  ,  226 

-852 

-67 

5, 

,  068 

6,  159 

27  ,430  37,631 
3,961  5,906 

31  ,  391  43  ,  537 

-2,907  -3 , 826 

28  ,484  39,711 


1960  population  in  annexed  area        362       161 
Population  in  1950  area  4,706    5,998 

Net  migration  in  1950  area  -1,214      -228 


-523 
29 ,007   39,711 
-2,384   -3,826 


population  change,  1950  area  -4.1%  +13.3% 

change  including  annexations  +3.3%  +16.3% 

net  migration  using  1950  area  -20.5%  -3.7% 

net  migration  with  annexations  -14.4%  -1.1% 


+  5- 

,  7% 

+  5 

.5% 

+  3  , 

.8% 

+  5, 

.5% 

-7  , 

,6% 

-8 

.8% 

-9  , 

.3% 

-8 

.8% 

adults  reduces  the  number  of  future  births,  while  greater 
longevity  and  negligible  migration  result  in  absolute  and 
proportional  increases  in  the  elderly.   Table  3  andAppendix  / 
indicate  decreases  in  the  1960s  among  ages  5-19  and  30-44. 
The  'baby  boom'  of  1945-55  has  resulted  in  large  numbers  of 
present-day  schoolchildren  who  are  now  beginning  to  reach 
maturity,  crowd  colleges,  seek  employment,  and  marry  and 
form  new  households.   Even  with  continued  high  outmigration 
rates,  there  is  a  sizable  increase  in  the  local  population 
from  this  group  in  the  projection,  raising  pressure  for  new 
sources  of  employment. 

If  past  rates  of  population  change  continue,  Canton  will 
continue  to  have  a  stable  population,  even  assuming  incre- 
mental annexations.   The  projection  shows  a  total  gain  of 
only  1.87c  by  1980.   Since  the  population  age  sixty  and  over 
is  shown  as  gaining  by  more  than  three  hundred  persons,  the 
projected  losses  in  adults  ages  15-59  are  striking.   The 
population  change  pattern  is  similar  for  all  of  Haywood 
County  but  with  smaller  losses  among  adults  of  middle  ages. 
Map  2  and  Appendix  B  project  the  trends  by  township,  showing 
gains  in  Clyde,  Waynesville,  and  Pigeon  townships,  while  the 
more  remote  rural  areas  continue  to  decline. 


What  is  the  relevance  of  the  projection  for  planning? 
Local  residents  cannot  relax  in  the  belief  that  formulas 
of  the  past  will  be  adequate  in  the  future.   Without 
adequate  planning  for  change,  the  seemingly  pessimistic 
projection  may  be  overstating  the  future.    It  is  up  to 
interested  citizens  to  plan  for  orderly  civic  and  economic 
development  and  for  quality  in  the  community's  style  of 
life  in  order  to  move  forward.   What  is  presented  is  a 
picture  of  the  future  if  present  trends  continue.   Concerted 
planning  by  the  community  is  a  major  tool  for  improvement 
of  these  trends. 


FIGURE  2  --  PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  POPULATION  BY  AGE  GROUPS,   1940,  1960,  1980 
Canton  Haywood  County 
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SUMMARY     OF    POPULATION    PROJECTIONS     FOR     CANTON    AND    HAYWOOD 
COUNTY,     BY     FIFTEEN-YEAR    AGE     GROUPS 


Population Age  Percent  Change 

1960      1970      1980     Group         1940-60    1960-80 


1422 

1354 

1326 

1281 

1411 

0-14 

-6 

.8% 

+  6 

.  4^ 

1585 

1146 

1025 

1108 

996 

15-29 

-35 

.  3 

-2 

.8 

1099 

1142 

1119 

840 

910 

30-44 

+  1 

.8 

-18 

.  7 

656 

794 

896 

1022 

826 

45-59 

+  36  , 

.  6 

-  7 

.8 

275 

470 

702 

879 

1015 

60  + 

+  155  , 

.1 

+  44  , 

._6_ 

HAYWOOD  COUNTY 


12, 

,  554 

12 

,324 

11  , 

,713 

11 

,  696 

0-14 

+  2, 

.  0% 

-5  , 

.  1% 

9  , 

,  291 

8  , 

,  535 

8  , 

,  742 

8  , 

,  155 

15-29 

-15, 

.  4 

-4  , 

.  5 

7  . 

,  547 

8  , 

,131 

7  , 

,333 

7  , 

,426 

30-44 

+  27 

.  4 

-8  , 

.  7 

4  , 

,861 

5, 

,915 

6  , 

,943 

6, 

,  623 

45-59 

+  52, 

,  1 

+  12  , 

.  0 

3  , 

,  378 

4  , 

,806 

6  , 

,  189 

7  , 

,  711 

60  + 

+  103  . 

.  2 

+  60. 

,4 

37  , 

,631 

39  , 

,711 

40  , 

,920 

41  , 

,611 

Total 

+  14  , 

.  1 

+  4. 

,  8 

Source:  Appendix  A.   Detail  age-race-sex  projections  summarized  from 
output  of  IBM  650  computer  program. 


STYLE  OF  LIFE  IN  CANTON  --  A  SUMMARY 


Measures  of  income,  education,  and  housing  are  used  in  an 
assessment  of  the  style  of  life  in  Canton  and  its  surrounding 
a  r  ea  . 

Canton  leads  the  State  in  family  median  and  per  capita  income, 
ranking  first  among  the  125  places  with  a  population  of 
more  than  2,500.   Only  Chapel  Hill  has  a  higher  mean 
family  income.    In  1959,  Canton  families  had  a  mean  income 
of  $7,197  and  a  median  of  $6,587  (urban  U.  S.  =  $7,248  and 
$6,166,  respectively),  indicating  a  heavy  distribution  of 
high  incomes  without  dominance  of  extremes,  a  general, 
healthy  balance  of  affluence. 

Canton  adults  had  a  median  educational  attainment  of  11.5  years, 
and  one  of  five  adults  had  at  least  one  year  of  college;  in 
both  measures,  Canton  ranked  18th  among  the  89  towns  of  the 
State  with  populations  between  2,500  and  10,000. 

In  1960  the  median  value  of  owner -occupi ed  housing  units  in 

Canton  was  $10,900,  giving  the  Town  8th  rank  among  places 
of  2,500  to  10,000  population. 

Special  census  c r os s -  tabu  la t i on  data  for  Haywood  County  point 
up  the  relationships  among  measures  of  style  of  life: 
households  with  highest  incomes  own  the  most  valuable 
housing,  household  heads  have  the  highest  education,  and 
their  occupations  are  professional  and  white  collar. 

Not  all  residents  were  participants  in  the  'good  life': 
One  family  in  five  had  a  1959  income  under  $3,000. 
One  adult  in  ten  lacked  a  fifth-grade  education. 
One  housing  unit  in  eight  was  substandard. 

Canton's  surrounding  township,  the  Town  and  Township  of  Waynes- 

ville,  and  Clyde  and  Pigeon  townships — and  the  County  overall- 
fell  well  behind  Canton  in  the  above  style  of  life  measures 
but  were  above  State  levels.   Rural,  mountainous  areas  were 
below  State  levels  of  income,  education,  and  housing. 
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STYLE  OF  LIFE  IN  CANTON 

I nt  r oduc  t  ion :  An  assessment  of  the  quality  of  life  in  Canton 
is  needed  by  its  citizens  in  planning  for  a  better  place  in 
which  to  live.   Basic  measures  of  income,  education,  and 
housing  are  used  for  comparisons  of  the  Town  with  its  surround- 
ing area  and  with  the  State  and  the  nation.   Trends  are 
evaluated  for  their  future  consequences  for  the  Town. 

I ncome :  Figure  3  shows  summary  measures  of  the  1959 
incomes  of  residents  of  the  Town  of  Canton  relative  to 
comparable  areas.   Three  statistical  measures  are  used: 

— Mean  family  income :  the  sum  of  incomes  of  all  families 

from  all  sources,  divided  by  the  number  of  families. 

— Median  family  income :  the  point  at  which  half  the 

families  had  more,  half  less,  income. 

--Per  capita  income:  the  sum  of  incomes  of  all  families 

and  individuals  not  in  families,  divided  by  the  total 

po  pu la  t  i  on . 


The  significance  of  the  three  measures  in  Figure  3  lies 
not  just  in  a  comparison  of  the  level  of  each  measure  across 
the  page,  but  in  a  contrast  of  the  measures  for  each  place. 
Canton,  for  instance,  has  a  median  within  a  tenth  of  its 
mean,  indicating  a  heavy  distribution  of  all  families  near 
the  average.   Waynesville,  on  the  other  hand,  has  a  much 
greater  gap,  indicating  that  a  smaller  proportion  of 
families  have  a  much  higher  income  than  the  majority  of 
families,  a  greater  gap  of  affluence  and  poverty  than  in 
Canton.   Canton's  'rest  of  Beaverdam  Township'  periphery, 
by  its  sameness  of  mean  and  median,  appears  to  be  relatively 
homogeneous  and  with' few  families  of  either  wealth  or  poverty 
In  summary.  Canton  residents  have  good  income  levels  and  an 
equitable  distribution  of  total  income,  the  material  means 
for  realization  of  a  high-quality  style  of  life  for  the 
general  population. 


FIGURE    3:        INCOME    MEASURES    FOR    CANTON    AND    COMPARABLE    AREAS,     1959 
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Table  4  --  INCOME  DISTRIBUTIONS  AND  SHARES  OF  TOTAL  INCOME,  1959, 

FOR  FAMILIES 


I nc  ome  class 


CANTON 

Rest 

Waynes- 

Total 

Total 

Total 

of 

V  i  1 1  e 

County 

State 

U.S. 

Twp. 

Town 

PERCENT  OF  ALL  FAMILIES  WITH  INCOMES: 
Under  $3,000  18.1% 

$3 ,000-7  ,999  48  .  1 

$8  ,  000  and  over  33.8 


(total  each    area  _    100%) 

2  7.1%  2  8.7%  31.8%,  3  7.2%>  21.4? 

56.6  55.7  51.3  49.3  52.1 

16.3  15.6  16.9  13.5  26.5 


PERCENT  SHARE  OF  ALL  INCOME  BY  FAMILIES  WITH  INCOMES; 
Under  $3,0  00                     4.7%      9.0%,      8.1%, 
$3,000-7,999                   38.6      58.5      50.3 
$8,000  and  over                56.7      32.5      41.6 


(total  each  area  =  100%) 
9.3%    11.9%      5  .  3% 
52.6      52.0      42.8 
38.1      36.1      51.9 


Source:  Computations  from  U.  S.  Census  data 


Table  4  above  shows  proportions  of  low,  middle, 
and  high  income  families  living  in  Canton,  its  surrounding 
township,  Waynesville,  the  total  county,  the  State,  and 
the  nation.    In  addition,  it  shows  the  share  of  total 
income  earned  by  each  income  class.   Thus,  the  top  third 
of  Canton  families  had  56.7%,  of  all  Canton  income, 
indicating  a  general  affluence  exceeding  even  the  national 
level.   Despite  this,  nearly  one  family  out  of  five  in 
Canton  somehow  subsisted  on  less  than  $3,000  income; 
but  again,  even  this  proportion  compares  favorably  with 
the  nation,  being  somewhat  lower.   Adjacent  residents 
outside  Canton  but  within  Beaverdam  Township  are 
concentrated  in  the  middle  income  category.   Although 
percentage  distributions  are  very  similar  to  those  of 
the  Town  of  Waynesville,  fewer  Beaverdam  families  have 
extremely  high  incomes. 
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The  distribution  of  income  in  Canton  is  favorable  for 
provision  of  a  high  level  of  commercial  and  professional 
services;  it  also  leads  to  the  expectation  that  the  Town 
has  a  substantial  inventory  of  good  housing  and  well- 
developed  community  facilities;  and  one  expects  to  find 
a  high  general  level  of  educational  attainment  and  of  white 
collar  and  technical  workers. 

Educa t  ion:  According  to  U.  S.  Census  reports,  a  dramatic 
improvement  in  the  educational  attainment  level  of  Canton 
adults  took  place  between  1950  and  1960.   In  1950,  the 
median  level  was  9.6  years  of  schooling,  a  very  large  number 
of  adults  having  attended  but  not  completed  high  school,  but 
in  1960  the  median  was  11.5  years,  and  nearly  half  the  adult 
population  had  at  least  completed  high  school.   A  great  decrease 
in  those  with  8-11  years  occurred.   The  numbers  at  extremes 
remained  steady  —  those  19.5%  with  one  or  more  years  of  college 
and  the  9.3%  with  fewer  than  five  years  of  schooling.   Studies 
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FIGURE  4:   MEDIAN  EDUCATIONAL  ATTAINMENT  OF  ADULTS  AGES  25  AND  OVER,  1950  and  1960 
Years  Completed 
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of  dropout  rates  in  public  schools  indicate  that  Canton  school 
children  complete  school  at  a  rate  above  that  for  the  State 
and  that  a  high  proportion  go  on  to  college.   Since  the  number 
of  college  graduates  among  Town  adults  scarcely  increased,  it 
is  apparent  that  these  community  assets  are  being  lost  through 
ou t mi gr a t i on ,  although  occupational  data  which  show  decreases 
in  white  collar  workers  suggest  that  some  of  the  college- 
trained  adults  have  merely  moved  to  suburban  residences  Just 
outside  the  Town. 

Housing:  Since  housing  is  discussed  in  greater  detail  in 
other  planning  reports,  its  mention  here  will  be  in  connection 
with  income  and  education  as  a  gauge  of  the  style  of  life  of 
local  citizens  with  measures  for  comparison  of  the  local 
inventory  of  housing  with  other  areas. 


Table  5--H0USING  DATA,   1960,  FOR  CANTON  AND  OTHER  AREAS 

I  Percent      Value  Owne r -Oc cu pi ed  Housing  Units 

Units  Percent       Percent 

Substandard  under  over 

Median       $5,000       $15,000 


Town  of  Canton 
Town  of  Waynesville 
Urban  North  Carolina 

Haywood  County 

Total  North  Carolina 

Total  United  States 
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.9 

Table  5  shows  that  Canton  compares  favorably  with  Waynesville 
and  the  State  in  the  measures  employed.   Here,  substandard 
housing  includes  units  classified  as  dilapidated  as  well  as 
those  lacking  a  full  complement  of  plumbing  facilities.   Canton 
in  1960  had  12.8%  of  all  units  so  classified,  well  below  the 
national  figure  of  18.2%.   The  value  of  owner-occupied  housing 
was  a  median  of  $10,900,  giving  Canton  a  rank  of  eighth  among 
the  89  towns  of  the  State  with  populations  between  2,500  and 
10,000.   This  figure  is  $1,000  below  that  for  all  units  of 
the  nation.   The  proportion  of  units  valued  at  under  $5,000 
was  13.2%,  while  those  valued  at  more  than  $15,000  were  more 
than  twice  as  numerous.    In  Waynesville  the  opposite  was  true. 


Interrelationships  of  Income.  Education.  Occupation,  and 
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Special  c r os s- tabulat i ons  of  census  data  for  Haywood 
County,  not  published  by  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census, 


are  presented  in  tables  6,  7,  and  8.   These  data  show  that 
the  following  relationships  hold  true,  as  expected: 

--The  higher  the  household  income,  the  higher  the 

educational  level  of  the  household  head  and  the  more 

likely  he  is  to  have  a  professional  or  managerial  job. 

--The  higher  the  income,  the  greater  the  value  of 

housing  owned. 

--The  higher  the  income,  the  better  the  condition  of 

housing  occupied. 

--The  higher  the  educational  attainment  of  the  head  of 

household,  the  more  likely  he  is  to  have  a  professional 

or  other  white  collar  occupation. 

--The  higher  the  educational  attainment  of  the  head  of 

household,  the  more  valuable  the  property  owned. 


The  Means  to  an  Improved  Styl 
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EDUCATION  AND  OCCUPATION   OF  HEADS  OF  HAYWOOD  HOUS EHOLDS --BY  FAMILY  INCOME,   1960 


Percent  Distributi 
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EDUCATION  OF  HEAD: 

Under  8  years 

42 

0% 
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5% 

21 

5% 

15 

3% 
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0% 

100.0% 

8  -  11  years 
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12  -  15  years 
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1 

23 

8 

14 

6 

22 

9 

22 

5 

100.0 

Total 

100 

0 

34 

4 

20 

9 

20 

8 

14 

2 

9 

6 

100  .  0 

OCCUPATION  OF  HEAD 

P  r of essional 

5 

4  % 

6 

5  % 

25 

7  % 

6 

2  % 

29 

2  % 

32 

4  % 

100 . 0  % 

Mgrs.,  proprs. 

6 

6 

13 

1 

16 

5 

29 

2 

16 

2 

24 

9 

100  .  0 

Clerical 

2 

6 

33 

1 

6 

1 

27 

0 

12 

2 

21 

6 

100  .0 

Sales 

2 

9 

6 

2 

26 

5 

31 

8 

17 

0 

18 

5 

100  .  0 

Crafts 

15 

4 

14 

7 

21 

7 

29 

0 

19 

0 

15 

6 

100.0 

Opera  t  i  ves 

25 

9 

13 

0 

26 

3 

28 

5 

22 

7 

9 

5 

100  .0 

Fa  r  m 

8 

1 

61 

6 

17 

1 

12 

8 

6 

4 

2 

1 

100.0 

Private  househo 

Id 

0 

5 

75 

0 

25 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

100.0 

Other  service 

3 

4 

37 

6 

33 

2 

24 

.  0 

0 

0 

5 

2 

100.  0 

Labor  e  r  s 

7 

0 

62 

1 

17 

3 

12 

6 

8 

0 

0 

0 

100.0 

Not  in  Labor  Force 

o  r  not  r  epo  r  t 

ed 

22 

1 

68 

7 

15 

5 

10 

4 

3 

9 

1 

5 

100  .  0 

Total 

100 

0 

34 

4 

20 

9 

20 

8 

14 

2 

9 

6 

100  .  0 

Cross-tabulations  from  U.  S.  Census  data. 


--VALUE  OF  OWNER-OCCUPIED  PROPERTY  AND  OF  HOUSING  CONDITION  BY  FAMILY  INCOME,  1960, 

FOR  HAYWOOD  COUNTY 


Percent  Distribution 
Each  Class 


Cli 
a  s 


if 
ital 


Total  Income  of  Households  (%  add  across) 


Und 

5T 

$3  , 

TOO 

47 

3% 

20 

3 

17 

8 

9 

4 

10 

4 

12 

9 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

;  3  ,  0  0 ._;  - 

4  .  999 


>  5  ,  0  0  0  - 
6  ,  999 


>7 , 000- 
9  .  999 


$10,000   Class 
a  nd  over   Total 


VALUE  OF  PROPERTY: 
Under  $5,000 
$5,000  -  7 , 400 
$7 , 500  -  9,900 
$10,000-12,400 
$12 ,500-14 ,900 
$15 , 000-17 , 400 
$17 , 500-19 ,900 
$20 , 000-24 , 900 
$25 , 000-34 ,900 
$35,000  or  over 


9  .  9? 
6  .  8 
8  .  9 

8  .  1 

9  .  5 
5  .  0 
2  .  8 
5  .  7 
2  .  0 
1  .3 


22  .  7°, 
26  .  9 
28  .  8 
20  .  7 

7  .  0 
20  .  4 

0  .  0 
10.4 

0  .  0 

0  .  0 


21  .  5", 
30.7 

25  .  8 
30  .  4 
32.4 
47.1 
13  .  1 

5  .  7 
0  .  0 

26  .  4 


6 
16 
18 
28 
28 

6 
36 
30 
16 


,  9% 

,  1 

,  3 

,  2 

,  7 
8 

.  6 

,  0 

.  1 


1 

7% 

100 

0 

6 

1 

100 

0 

9 

3 

100 

0 

11 

3 

100 

0 

21 

4 

100 

0 

12 

9 

100 

0 

50 

3 

100 

0 

41 

9 

100 

0 

83 

9 

100 

0 

73 

6 

100 

0 

Total 


20  .  5 


26  .  3 


CONDITION  OF  HOUSING: 

Sound 

73 

0% 

!    23 

1% 

20.  6% 

25 

4% 

18.2% 

12.7% 

100  .0% 

Deteriorating 

18 

5 

56 

6 

27  .  2 

11 

2 

2  .8 

2.  2 

10  0.0 

Dilapidated 

8 

5 

83 

1 

9.  7 

2 

4 

4  .8 

0.  0 

100  .  0 

Total  Units 


Source:    Cross  tabulations  from  U.  S.  Census  data. 


Table  8  --OCCUPATION,  CONDITION  OF  HOUSING,  AND  VALUE  OF  OWNER-OCCUPIED  PROPERTY  IN  HAYWOOD 

COUNTY,  BY  EDUCATION  OF  HOUSEHOLD  HEAD,   1960 


Percent  Distribution 

Class 

Educat 

ion  of  Hou  s  e 

hold 

Head 

(%  add  a 

cross) 

Each  Class 

as  "i 
of 

' 

Under 

8-11 

12-15 

16  + 

Class 

Total      1 

8  vrs  . 

years 

years 

veai 

s 

Total 

OCCUPATION  OF  HEAD: 

Professional 

5 

47. 

6 

2% 

9 

3% 

30 

2% 

54 

1% 

100  .  0% 

Managers,  proprs. 

6 

6 

13 

1 

38 

6 

45 

7 

2 

6 

100  .  0 

Clerical 

2 

6 

6 

4 

19 

2 

61 

5 

12 

8 

100.0 

Sales 

2 

9 

6 

2 

44 

1 

49 

7 

0 

0 

100.0 

Crafts 

15 

4 

39 

3 

32 

9 

26 

4 

1 

4 

100  .  0 

Opera  t  i  ves 

25 

9 

43 

8 

33 

1 

23 

1 

0 

0 

100.0 

Fa  rm 

8 

1 

56 

8 

28 

4 

10 

6 

4 

3 

100  .0 

Private  household 

0 

5 

67 

3 

32 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

100.0 

Other  service 

3 

4 

48 

7 

26 

5 

24 

7 

0 

0 

100.0 

Labor  er  s 

7 

0 

50 

8 

31 

9 

17 

3 

0 

0 

100  .  0 

Not  in  Labor  force 

or  not  recorted 

22 

1      1 

58 

4 

22 

4 

16 

0 

3 

3 

100.0 

Total 

100 

r 

0 

42 

0 

29 

1 

24 

2 

4 

7 

100.  0 

VALUE  OWNER-OCCUPIED 

i 
PROPERTY:    j 

Under  $5,000 

19 

Q% 

72 

1% 

16 

2% 

11 

7% 

0 

0% 

10  0.0% 

$5,0Q0  -  7,4Q0 

16 

8 

38 

8 

36 

5 

24 

7 

0 

0 

100  .  0 

$7  ,  500  -  9 ,900 

18 

9 

32 

4 

27 

8 

36 

3 

3 

4 

100  .0 

$10,00  0-12,400 

18 

1 

32 

0 

41 

6 

22 

6 

3 

6 

100  .  0 

$12  ,500-14 ,900 

9 

5 

21 

4 

25 

6 

49 

3 

3 

6 

100.0 

$15  ,000-17,400 

5 

0 

27 

5 

33 

2 

25 

4 

13 

9 

100.  0 

$17  ,  500-19 ,900 

2 

8 

0 

0 

37 

9 

62 

1 

0 

0 

100.0 

$20 ,000-24 ,900 

5 

7 

10 

4 

35 

3 

42 

3 

12 

0 

100.0 

$25 ,000-34, 500 

2 

0 

0 

0 

49 

1 

35 

7 

15 

2 

100.0 

$35,000  or  over 

1 

3 

26 

4 

0 

0 

48 

6 

25 

0 

100  .  0 

Total 

100 

0 

37 

2 

30 

3 

28 

9 

3 

7 

100  .  0 

Source:  Cross  tabulations  from  U.  S.  Census  data. 
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THE  ECONOMY  OF  C ANTON--SUMMARY 

Champion  Paper  and  Fibre  Company  of  Canton  employs 
half  the  workers  of  the  Town  and  the  rest  of  Beaverdam 
Township.   Major  economic  commitments  elsewhere  in  the 
area  include:  rubber,  leather,  and  furniture  manu f ac tur i n{ 
at  Waynesville;  agriculture,  declining  but  important; 
American  Enka  cellulose  manmade  fibre  plant  in  Buncombe 
County,  employer  of  about  300  workers  living  in  and  near 
Canton . 

Jobs  for  men  are  a  major  problem    Employed  males 
living  in  Canton  dropped  from  1,409  to  1,284  in  the  past 
decade,  and  total  County  figures  showed  s tabi 1 i ty--9 j 642 
in  1950  and  9,748  in  1960,   This  occurred  despite  major 
gains  in  new  chemical,  rubber,  and  leather  industries, 
as  losses  in  agriculture  and  textiles  balanced  the  gains. 
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basis  for  evaluating  lo 
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cal  trends.   Relative  to  the  nation: 
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1970  employment  indicated  a  gain  of 
rgely  in  professional  and  commercial 
Iso  in  chemicals,  paper,  and  rubber 

Canton  is  urged  not  to  seek  cheap-labor 
rather  to  advertize  its  high -income,  high- 
h-skill,  and  high-productivity  labor 
Interstate  Highway  40  should  provide  a 

to  business,  particularly  in  tourism. 


-  20  - 


THE  ECONOMY  OF  CANTON 


What  Is  a  Local  Economy?  It  is  the  way  people  of  a  locality 
make  a  living;  it  is  the  production  of  goods  for  local  and  out- 
side markets;  it  is  the  distribution  of  goods  and  services  for 
local  and  outside  consumers;  it  is  the  measure  of  income  pro- 
duced and  spent;  and  it  is  the  quality  of  material  fruits  of 
the  overall  process  of  production,  consumption,  and  possession. 
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In  this  chapter  the  major  economic  commitments  of  Canton 
and  Haywood  County  will  be  identified  and  discussed  briefly. 
Second,  trends  in  the  local  labor  force  will  be  investigated. 
And  finally,  national  industry  growth  trends  will  be  applied 
to  local  types  of  industry  to  derive  a  ten-year  employment  pro- 
jection for  the  area. 


ECONOMIC  COMMITMENTS  OF  CANTON  AND  HAYWOOD  COUNTY 
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The  paper  industry  is  one  of  the  highest-wage  manufactur- 
ing industries.   This  makes  Canton,  most  of  whose  workers  are 
employed  in  the  industry,  an   affluent  town.   However,  overall 
labor  requirements  are  not  rising,  and  new  labor  force  entrants 
and  displaced  less-skilled  workers  have  had  to  migrate  out  for 
economic  opportunities.   The  high  wage  level  is  a  deterrent  to 


attraction  of  new  industry,  for  whom  labor  costs  are  ordinarily 
key  locational  factors.   As  a  result,  the  paper  industry  is  an 
embarrassment  of  riches  tending  to  freeze  the  economy  and  the 
population  at  the  present  level. 
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Industries  in  Buncombe  County  Which  Eraploy  Canton  and 
Other  Haywood  County  Residents:  Only  eleven  miles  from 
Canton  is  a  chemical  plant,  American  Enka  Corporation, 
which  employs  more  than  2,500  workers  in  the  production 
of  cellulose  manmade  fibres.   Approximately  600  Haywood 
residents  commute  to  work  in  the  plant,  half  of  them 


A  study  by  Dr.  Lowell  Ashby  of  the  University  of  N'^rth 
Carolina  compared  raanu f ac t u r i ng  industries  from  1929-1955 
using  criteria  of  stability,  growth,  and  productivity. 
Relative  to  total  manufacturing  in  the  nation,  paper  was 
very  stable,  since  most  of  its  products  have  demand 
inelasticity;  leather  and  furniture  were  near  average; 
and  rubber  and  chemicals  were  very  unstable  and  fluctuating. 
In  terms  of  national  growth,  chemicals  were  high  and  paper 
was  above  average;  leather,  furniture,  and  rubber  were  lower 
In  productivity,  chemicals  were  high,  followed  by  paper  and 
rubber;  furniture  and  leather  were  much  lower.    If  local 
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firms  follow  the  patterns  of  their  overall  industries,  employment 
growth  would  be  expected  in  chemicals,  although  industrywide 
fluctuations  lessen  predictability;  since  local  ohehlical  production 
is  for  the  very  stable  but  declining  textile  industry,  there 
should  be  greater  stability  and  less  growth  than  for  the  chemical 
industry,  but  employment  expansion  is  probable  for  local  residents. 
Overall  stability,  growth,  and  productivity  for  the  group  of 
Waynesville  industries  should  lead  to  slow  employment  expansion. 
Stability  is  the  probable  key  to  Canton's  employment  in  paper, 
as  productivity  gains  restrain  employment  growth. 
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Services  and  Business:  Generally  speaking,  the  basic 
economic  activities  responsible  for  sustaining  an  area's 
population  are  those  producing  material  goods — agriculture, 
manufacturing,  and  mining--and  the  commercial,  professional, 
and  personal  service  industries  arise  to  serve  the  basic 
industries  and  the  population  they  sustain.    It  is  only 
when  services  are  for  populations  and  firms  outside  the 
area  that  they  are  considered  basic.   Tourism  is  a  basic 
service,  but  in  Haywood  County  tourist  activities  are 
concentrated  in  the  Waynesville  area  near  the  Great  Smokies 
National  Park.   When  the  major  National  Interstate  Highway 
40  is  completed,  the  route  from  Asheville  to  Knoxville  will 
skirt  Canton,  the  last  town  before  reaching  across  the 
mountains.    It  is  more  a  certainty  than  a  likelihood  that 
tourism,  in  service  businesses,  camps,  and  the  like,  will 
increase  from  Canton  on  north,  bolstering  the  local  economy. 
In  1958  a  category  of  'selected  service  businesses,  '  not 
includinn;  personal  or  automotive  services,  but  including 
motels  and  places  for  entertainment,  accounted  for  receipts 
of  $102;  Oiju  '  in  Canton,  while  Waynesville  had  $1,189,000,  and 
the  rest  oi"  the  county  had  $731,000.    In  addition,  retail 
sales  have  boomed  in  Waynesville  and  the  rest  of  the  county 
relative  to  Canton.   Future  planning  should  take  great  care 
in  making  Canton  approaches  from  the  new  highway  attractive 
in  order  that  local  business  may  cash  in  on  future  tourism. 

Retail  Trade:  Because  of  the  fact  that  downtown  Asheville 
is  only  19  miles  away.  Canton  commercial  firms  have  had  a 
trading  area  largely  confined  to  the  local  population  and  to 
Haywood  residents  to  the  north,  west,  and  south.   Since  large 
numbers  of  workers  in  the  area  work  in  Canton,  shopping  there 
has  been  a  matter  of  convenience.   What  measures  are  available 
to  test  the  performance  of  local  retail  trade?   Retail  sales 
data  from  the  U.  S.  Census  of  Business  are  available,  as  are 
computations  in  an  earlier  section  of  this  report  on  personal 
income  of  the  population.   Table  9  shows  that  total  personal 
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TABLE  9  --  RETAIL  SALES,   1958,  RELATIVE  TO  TOTAL  PERSONAL  INCOME  OF  RESIDENTS, 
1959,  FOR  CANTON  AND  COMPARABLE  AREAS 

CANTON     Waynes-  Total  Total 

ville  Haywood  Buncombe 

County  County 

1959  Total  Personal  Income  (000)     $11,795    $10,045  $56,630  $197,974 

1958  Total  Retail  Sales  (000)         11,551      17,025  34,220  153,475 

--Retail  Sales  as  %  of  Income          97.9%      169,5%  60.4%  77.5% 

All  township  Personal  Income  (000)   22,028      21,489 
--Sales  as  %  of  Township  Income        52.4%       7  9.2% 

Expected  Sales  if  State  R.S. /Income 

Ratio  Is  Applied  to  Area  I nc ome :  1 4  ,  538      14,183  37,376  130,663 

Difference  Actual  from  Expected:      -2,987     +2,842  -3,156  +22,812 


business  is  losing  about  three  million  dollars  of  its  townshi 
retail  sales.    The  large  retail  surplus  of  Buncombe  over  its 
income  is  a  good  indication  that  Canton  residents  are  shopping 
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CANTON  RETAIL  SALES  AS  A  PERCENT  OF  COUNTY  SALES, 
BY  KIND  OF  RETAIL  BUSINESS 
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there  to  a  large  extent,   To  the  West,  Waynesville  s  retail 
sales  are  considerably  greater  than  would  be  expected  for  its 
township  alone    Therefore,  its  trading  area  extends  much 
farther  out;  in  addition,  tourism  is  of  considerable  impor- 
tance   In  1949  the  ratio  of  retail  sales  to  income  for  the 
County  was  68  1%,  but  in  1959  that  had  fallen  to  60.4%,  and 
the  computed  net  loss  in  1959  was  $3,156,0  00,  very  nearly 
the  loss  of  Canton  and  its  township  alone. 

Table  10  above  shows  that  Canton  s  share  of  County  retail 
sales  has  been  relatively  steady,  the  overall  proportional  loss 
being  traceable  to  general  merchandise  (1948-54)  and  to 
automobile  and  lumber  .    sales  (1948-58),   The  construction  of 
Federal  Interstate  Highway  40  will  soon  afford  local  residents 
easier  access  to  Ashe v i 1 1 e-  -and  area  residents  easier  access  to 
Canton.    Local  merchants  will  do  well  to  promote  the  latter. 
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THE  LABOR  FORCE  IN  CANTON  AND  HAYWOOD  COUNTY 

Employment  in  1960  totaled  1,912  for  Canton  residents.   This 
represented  a  negligible  increase  of  57  over  the  1950  total  of 
1,855  and  was  barely  ten  percent  over  the  1940  figure  of  1,735. 
But  during  the  past  decade  the  number  of  employed  males  dec  1 i  ned 
from  1,409  to  1,284,  while  employed  females  increased  from  446 
to  628.   Gains  in  chemicals  (commuters  to  Enka)  and  the  professions 
(largely  teachers)  were  offset  by  losses  in  paper  and  in  retail 
t  rade . 

For  all  Haywood  County,  for  which  we  have  more  detailed  data, 
employment  increased  from  9,325  in  1940  to  12,277  in  1950  and 
to  13,568  in  1960.   Employed  males,  however,  increased  by  1,820 
from  1940  to  1950,  but  by  only  106  from  1950  to  1960,  while 
jobs  for  females  gained  by  1,132  from  1940  to  1950  and  by  1,185 
from  1950  to  1960.   Losses  in  agricultural  employment  on  small 
subsistence  operations  virtually  wiped  out  new  jobs  for  males  in 
leather,  rubber,  and  chemical  manufacturing,  and  losses  in  textiles 
nearly  balanced  gains  in  commercial  and  professional  services. 
Jobs  for  women  continued  to  open  up  in  commercial  and  professional 
services  as  well  as  in  paper,  leather,  rubber,  and  chemical 
manufacturing. 

Therefore,  despite  employment  gains,  the  economy  has  not 
created  enough  new  jobs  to  take  care  of  its  population,  causing 
the  heavy  outmigration  noted  in  the  first  part  of  the  report. 
The  key  to  economic  growth  is  in  jobs  for  men ,  not  for  housewives 
supplementing  family  income.   During  the  coming  decade  an  unusually 
large  number  of  young  adults  will  enter  the  labor  force;  if  jobs 
are  not  available  they  will  migrate  out;  if  men  displaced  from 
farms  and  other  declining  industries  cannot  find  new  jobs,  they 
and  their  families  will  migrate  out  —  no  matter  whether  jobs  for 
women  expand.   An  important  aspect  of  the  problem  is  the  demand 
for  more  education  and  more  skill  for  modern  technology  and  for 
business  and  the  professions.   Table  11  shows  the  occupational 
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TABLE  11  --  OCCUPATION  BY  SEX  FOR  RESIDENTS  OF  CANTON,   1940-60 

Occupation  of  Workers   Percent  Distribution  Percent  Change 

1940  1950  1960  1940  1950  1960  1940-50  1950-60 

Employed  Males: 

Total*  1319  1409  1284  100.0%  100.0%  100.0%  +6.8%  -8.9% 

Prof.,  Mgr.,  Prop.  253  278  252  19.4  19.9  21.0  +9.9  -9.4 

Clerical  &  Sales  137  182  119  10.5  13.1  9.9  +32.8  -34.6 

Skilled  workers  261  301  252  20.0  21.6  21.0  +15.3  -16.3 

Semi-skilled  492  552  525  37.7  39.6  43.8  +12.2  -4.9 

Unskilled  156  62  47  11.9  4.4  3.9  -60.3  -24.2 

All  Farm  Work  7  19  4  0.5  1.4  0.3  +171.4  -78.9 

Employed  Females: 

Total*  416  446  628  100.0%  100.0%  100.0%  +7.2%  +40.8% 

Prof.,  Mgr.,  Prop.  82  79  116  20.0  18.0  19.4  -   3.7  +46.8 

Clerical. Sales  111  169  244  27.0  38.6  40.7  +52.3  +44.4 
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pations;  percent  distribu- 


trend  in  Canton  by  sex,  from  1940  to  1960.   From  1940  to  1950 
losses  in  lower  skills  were  more  than  balanced  by  gains  in  greater 
skills  and  in  white  collar  Jobs,  but  during  the  past  decade  there 
was  a  great  drop  in  these  for  men  while  semi-skilled  residents 
were  virtually  stable.   Clerical  and  semi-skilled  gains  were 
most  important  for  females. 
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OCCUPATION  BY  SEX  FOR  HAYWOOD  COUNTY,  1940-60 


Occupation  of  Workers 
1940   1950   1960 


Percent  Distr  i  but i  on 


Percent  Change 
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Unskilled 

All  Farm  Work 


307 

430 

632 

20  , 

,  7 

17 

.  5 

17 

281 

649 

1020 

19  , 

,  0 

26 

.  4 

28 

10 

23 

28 

0, 

.  7 

0  , 

.9 

0 

384 

1020 

1458 

25, 

.9 

41 

.  4 

40 

448 

236 

318 

30, 

.  3 

9 

.  6 

8 

51 

103 

137 

3  , 

.  4 

4 

.  2 

3 

+  40, 

,  1 

+  47  , 

.  0 

+  131, 

,  0 

+  57  , 

.2 

+  130. 

,0 

+  21. 

,  7 

+  165, 

.  6 

+  42  , 

.  9 

-47  , 

.3 

+  34, 

.  7 

+  102, 

,  0 

+  33  , 

.  0 

Total  includes  employed  persons  who  did  not  list  their  occupations;  percent  distribu- 
tions are  based  on  the  total  less  occupation  not  reported. 


For  the  County,  Table  12  shows  the  consistency  of  the  trend 
from  farm  and  unskilled  work  for  men  to  skilled  and  white  collar 
jobs.   Clerical  and  semi-skilled  gains  were  important  for  females. 
Again  it  should  be  stated  that  education  for  more  skilled  and  for 
white  collar  Jobs  is  vital  for  a  future  economy  of  growth. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  THE  ECONOMY 

Our  analysis  of  the  economy  of  Canton  and  the  larger 
Haywood  County  area  will  be  addressed  to  these  key  questions: 

1.  In  what  economic  activities  does  the  area  specialize? 

2.  How  well  have  local  industries  competed  within  their 
respective  national  industries? 

3.  Have  all  local  activities,  taken  together,  led  the 
economy  in  a  direction  of  long-run  growth? 

4.  What  is  the  growth  character  of  the  total  economy? 

5.  What  are  the  probable  future  trends  of  the  local  economy? 

6.  What  new  economic  directions  are  feasible  for  local  growth? 


1.     Economic  Specialization:  Compared  with  the  national 
distribution  of  employment  by  industry.  Canton  has  only  one 
specialization:  PAPER  MANUFACTURING.    In  1960  about  half  the 
employed  persons  living  in  Canton  and  in  the  adjacent  remainder 
of  Beaverdam  Township  worked  in  this  industry.   Although  some 
12  percent  of  employment  was  in  retail  trade,  the  proportion  is 
less  than  the  national  average  of  15  percent. 

Haywood  County  specializations  are:  PAPER,  LEATHER,  RUBBER, 
CHEMICAL,  AND  FURNITURE  MANUFACTURING.    In  all  these  industries 
the  proportions  of  workers  in  the  County  are  more  than  double 


2  How  well  have  local  industries  competed  within  their 
respective  national  industries ?   The  lirst  column  of  Table  13 
summarizes  the  analysis  for  each  major  industry  of  the  County. 
Had  each  industry  in  the  County  expanded  at  the  national 
growth  rate  ior  the  Industry;  there  would  have  been  1,419 
fewer  Jobs  in  1960    Therefore,  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES  PERFORMED 
WELL  IN  COMPETITION  WITHIN  THEIR  RESPECTIVE  INDUSTRIES. 

(The  method  of  analysis  requires  some  explanation    In 
this  case  the  1950  employment  for  an  Industry  was  multiplied 
by  the  national  rate  of  growth  for  the  decade,  and  the  result 
was  compared  with  the  actual  1960  local  figure.   Thus,  for 
example,  in  1950  there  were  1,268  people  of  the  County  employed 
in  retail  trade;  had  County  retail  trade  employment  expanded 
at  the  national  retail  trade  rate  of  +12,1%,  there  would  have 
been  1,412  workers  so  employed  in  1960;  however,  the  actual 
total  was  1,612,  a  'competitive  gain'  of  200.   The  industries 
were  combined  in  Table  13  for  simplicity  in  presentation  ) 

3  Have  all  local  activities,  taken,  led  the  economy  in  a 
direction  of  long-run  growth?   NO!   As  compared  with  the 
competitive  gain  of  1,419  jobs  noted  above,  the  predominance 
of  declining  and  slow-growth  industries  in  Haywood  County 
resulted  in  a  deficit  of  2,289  jobs  locally,  relative  to 
overall  national  rates  of  employment  expansion.   Taken 
together,  the  competitive  gain  of  1,419  and  the  long-run 
loss  of  2,289  leave  a  net  deficit  of  870  jobs  in  the  past 
decade . 

It  there  was  an  actual  employment  increase  of  1,291  in 
the  County  in  the  past  decade,  how  has  the  local  economy 
had  a  long-run  loss  relative  to  the  nation?   Employment  for 
the  nation  Increased  by  18.8%  during  the  decade.   Had 
employment  in  Haywood  County  increased  at  that  rate  there 
would  have  been  870  more  employed  residents.   The  difference 
between  the  result  of  the  overall  national  rate  and  the  sum 
of  rates  by  industry  in  #2  above  is  accounted  for  by  the  mix 
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TABLE  13  --  ANALYSIS  OF  HAYWOOD  COUNTY  EMPLOYMENT  CHANGE,   1950-60,  BY 
INDUSTRY  RELATIVE  TO  NATIONAL  GROWTH 


Change  Due  Change  Due  Net  Change 

Industry  (in  order  of  net  gain)         To  Local  To  Long-run  Relative  To 

Competition  Industry  The  Nation 
Growth 

Mfg:  chemicals                               594  2  596 

Mfg:  paper,  rubber,  leather  products      951  -425  526 

All  commercial  services  and  trades        302  -71  231 

Professional  and  government  services    -116  322  206 

Construction                                 112  -62  50 

Mfg:  miscellaneous                            18  15  33 

--(IF  LOCAL  GROWTH  HAD  BEEN  AT  U.  S.  RATE)  --0--  --0 —  --0-- 

Personal  services                             25  -61  -36 

Transportation-communication-utilities   -98  -33  -131 

Mfg:  furniture  and  lumber                  -50  -222  -272 

Mfg:  textiles                               -227  -265  -492 

Agriculture                                   -92  -1489  -1581 

TOTAL  EMPLOYMENT  ALL  INDUSTRIES:          L4-l,&  -2289  -870 

--All  manufacturing                        1286  -895  391 

--Trades  &  services                         225  95  320 

--Agriculture                                -92  -1489  -1581 


Computations  from  U.S.  Census  data;  see  text  for  full  explanation. 


of  industries  in  the  area.   Table  13  shows,  for  instance, 
that  agricultural  employment  declined  at  a  slightly  higher 
rate  in  Haywood  County  than  it  did  na t i onal ly --c o lumn  1 
shows  a  competitive  loss  of  92.   Had  local  agricultural 
employment  gained  at  the  national  rate  for  all  industries, 
there  would  have  been  1,581  more  workers  in  that  industry 
alone  by  1960.   The  long-run  loss  of  1,489,  the  difference 
between  the  above  figures,  is  a  function  of  the  size  of 
local  agricultural  employment  and  the  national  rate  of 
dec  line. 

Local  industries  which  are  successful  competitors  in 
their  own  industries  are  important  as  sources  of  short-run 
gains,  while  the  demonstrated  growth  character  of  the  whole 
type  of  industry,  of  which  each  firm  is  a  part,  indicates 
the  degree  of  long-run  gain,   Gain  here  means  the  ability 
of  the  area  to  grow  apace  with  the  nation  and  to  meet  the 
demand  for  new  jobs  adequate  for  its  growing  population. 
When  an  area  has  a  deficit  of  growth  relative  to  the 
nation,  a  portion  of  its  potential  labor  force  must 
migrate  out  or  withdraw  from  the  Job  market. 

Consider,  once  more,  the  County  data  in  Table  13. 
What  are  the  consequences  of  the  directions  of  growth 
indicated  by  the  relative  gains  and  losses  shown?   What 
are  desirable  future  directions  for  growth? 

a.  The  direction  of  maximum  growth  is  that  of  long-run 
growth  industries  with  local  short-run  competitive 
gain.   The  chemical  industry  was  the  only  important 
employer  in  this  category  locally. 


b.  Long-run  growth  may  occur  is  competitive  losses  are 
less  than  long-run  industry  growth  gains.   In 
Haywood  County  professional  services  (including 
education)  were  in  this  category. 


c.  Net  growth  may  occur  if  competitive  gains  continue  to 

exceed  industry  losses.   More  than  half  the  County's 
employment  is  in  industries  under  this  category: 
paper,  rubber,  and  leather  manufacturing;  construction; 
wholesale  and  retail  trade.   Although  competitive  gains 
are  feasible  in  manufacturing,  construction  and  business 
are  generally  dependent  for  expansion  on  growth  of  the 
area's  basic  industries.   Growth  of  tourism,  however, 
is  independent  and  a  feasible  basic  industry. 

d.  Stress  on  qua  1 i  t y  of  competition  is  needed  in  industries 

in  which  long-run  losses  have  exceeded  competitive 
gains.   No  County  industries  were  in  this  category. 

e.  Attempts  should  be  made  to  improve  the  competitive 

position  of  industries  in  which  long-run  gains  are 
exceeded  by  competitive  losses.   Truck  transportation 
and  warehousing  and  public  administration  were  in  this 
category.   Proximity  to  Asheville  and  a  good  future 
position  on  the  Interstate  Highway  point  up  trucking 
as  a  good  local  prospective  industry. 

f.  Industries  with  both  competitive  and  long-run  losses 

need  stress  on  qualitative  improvements  and  greater 
productivity  if  they  are  not  to  retard  the  economy. 
Agriculture,  textiles,  furniture  and  lumber,  and 
transportation  (except  trucking)  and  utilities  are 
in  this  category.   Lack  of  growth  of  these  industries 
accounted  for  the  County's  relative  loss  1950-60. 

What  is  the  growth  character  of  the  total  economy?  Having 
completed  our  analysis  of  the  components  of  gains  and 
losses  in  the  County  relative  to  the  nation,  1950-60, 
an  overall  growth  index  is  obtained  based  on  1960  County 
employment  and  relative  national  growth  rates  by  industry. 
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Summed,  these  show  Haywood  County  with  prospective  employment 
in  all  trades  and  services  +11.7%  above  overall  national  growth 
indices;  manufacturing,  -10.4%  below;  together,  all  nonagricul  u- 
ral  industries  +0.2%;  grand  total  for  the  County  with  agricultu.e: 
-5.3%.   Thus,  given  the  1960  composition  of  local  employment, 
the  Haywood  economy  is  shown  as  falling  about  5,3%  short  of 
providing  enough  employment  for  its  residents  during  the  next 
decade,  given  national  growth  rates. 

5 .     What  are  the  probable  future  trends  of  the  local  economy? 
A  detailed,  i ndus t ry -by- i ndus t ry  projection  of  employment  to 
1970  shows  a  gain  of  1.175  in  emp loyment --about  8.7%  over  1960. 
These  rates  are,  again,  based  on  national  rates  by  industry. 
Table  14  presents  the  projection.   The  changes  are  in  the  same 
direction  as  the  actual  1950-60  changes  except  for  transportation 
and  a  small  residual  category.   Projected  gains  are  much  smaller 
than  past  gains  for  paper,  rubber,  leather,  and  chemicals 
manufacturing  and  for  retail  trade,  but  are  larger  for  profes- 
sional services,  and  projected  losses  are  smaller  than  past 
losses  in  furniture  and  lumber  and  textiles  manufacturing  and 
for  agriculture. 
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FIGURE    5    --    PERCENT    DISTRIBUTION    OF    EMPLOYED    PERSONS     IN    CANTON    AND    HAYWOOD    COUNTY,     1950    AND    1960, 
WITH    1970    PROJECTION    —    BY    BROAD     INDUSTRY    GROUPS 


Haywood    County 


1970 


1950 


1970 


0                                          20                                         40  60  80  100 
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Table  14 


HAYWOOD  COUNTY  EMPLOYMENT  PROJECTION  TO  1970  BY  INDUSTRY,  USING 
NATIONAL  INDUSTRY  GROWTH  RATES 

Actual 
Industry  Change 

from 

1970       1950-1960 


Employment 


1950 


1960 


Pi-ojected 

Change 

from 

1960-1970 


Pro.lection  from  Figure  6 


12277 


13568 


14  3  6  6 


1291 


798 


TOTAL  PROJECTION  BY  INDUSTRY 

MANUFACTURING: 

Paper,  rubber,  and  leather 

Chemi  cal s 

Furniture  and  lumber 

Textiles 

All  other  ( sum ) 

COMMERCIAL  SERVICES: 
Wholesale  Trade 
Retail  Trade 

Finance,  insurance,  real  estate 
Business  and  repair  services 

PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES: 
Educa t  ion 

Other  professional  services 
Public  Administration 


.2277 

13568 

14743 

1291 

4849 

6151 

6  56  3 

1302 

3294 

4439 

4701 

1145 

12 

610 

827 

598 

750 

619 

552 

-131 

644 

273 

212 

-371 

212 

210 

271 

-2 

1673 

2218 

2567 

545 

119 

194 

218 

75 

1268 

1612 

1807 

344 

105 

203 

285 

98 

181 

209 

257 

28 

1016 

1412 

2135 

396 

449 

539 

880 

90 

293 

576 

877 

283 

274 

297 

378 

23 

AGRICULTURE: 


OTHER  INDUSTRIES: 
Construction 

Transport-Commun-Utilities 
Personal  services 
Other  and  new  industries 


2126 

2264 

2537 

138 

718 

903 

994 

185 

388 

329 

370 

-59 

694 

788 

873 

94 

326 

244 

3  00 

-82 

273 
91 
41 
85 
56 


Source:  1950  &,  1960  from  U.  S.  Census  data;  1970  based  on  national  industry  growth 
rates  derived  from  censuses  of  manufactures,  business,  and  population. 


FIGURE  6 — HAYWOOO  COUNTY  LABOR  FORCE , 19S0-1980 ,  BY  AGE  AND  SEX 


4000        3000 

I y 


Age 
Groups 


1564 
1616 


6  ^ 

The 

seek 

is  N 

1  eve 

shou 

asse 

Caro 

good 

pape 

bill 

shou 

gett 

Cant 

open 

pr  es 

a  li 

and 

c  i  t  i 

up  a 

but 


Wha 
appr 
ing 
OT  a 
1  ,  h 
Id  b 
t  s  a 
lina 

liv 
r  pr 
ties 
Id  a 
ing 
on  i 
ing 
ent 
abil 
less 
zens 

new 
lo 


t  new  economic  directions  are  feasible  for  local  growth? 


oach 
new 

che 
igh 
e  be 
vai  1 

mar 
ing  . 
oduc 

of 
pply 
a  sp 
n  th 
the 
rout 
ity, 
eni  n 

of 

par 
nger 


whic 
1  ndus 
ap  la 
skill 
amed 
able 
ket  a 
Sue 
t  s  ,  a 
e  s  t  ab 

all 
eedy 
e  mai 
way  f 
ing  o 

maki 
g  att 
the  T 
king 

rang 


h  ap 
t  ry 
bor 

1  ev 
to 

here 
r  ea  , 
h  in 
nd  t 
lish 
the 
comp 
ns  t  r 
or  t 
f  he 
ng  a 
r  ac  t 
own 
ar  ea 
vi 


pea  r  s 
is  on 
town 
el  ,  a 
pec  i  f 
--wat 

and 
dust  r 
he  li 
ing  b 
press 
letio 
eam  o 
he  de 
avy  h 
cc  es  s 
ion  o 
to  ea 

have 
ew  wi 


to 
e  of 
but 
nd  h 
ic  t 
er  , 
the 
i  es 
ke, 
ra  nc 
ur  e 
n  of 
f  fu 
velo 
i  ghw 

to 
f  ou 
se  t 

ini 
11  p 


be  m 
ad  V 
one 
igh 
ar  ge 
powe 
grea 
mi  gh 
pa  r  t 
h  pi 
of  w 
Int 
tu  re 
praen 
ay  t 
down 
t  of 
he  p 
tial 
r  o  vi 


OS  t 
er  t  i 
of  h 
prod 
t  in 
r  ,  f 
t  si 
t  in 
icu  1 
ants 
hich 
erst 

int 
t  of 
raff 
town 

tow 
ar  ki 
ly  b 
de  t 


f  eas  i 
zing 
igh  i 
uc  t  i  V 
dust  r 
or  es  t 
te  f  o 
c  lude 
ar  ly 
Th 

they 
ate  H 
er  s  ta 

tour 
ic  th 

busi 
n  sho 
ng  pr 
een  s 
he  ju 


ble  f 
the  f 
nc  ome 
ity - 
i  es  r 
s  ,  th 
r  r  ec 

chera 
those 
e  ci  t 

are 
i  ghwa 
te  tr 
i  sm  h 
rough 
nesse 
pper  s 
oblem 
omewh 
stif  i 


or  C 
act 
,  hi 

The 
equi 
e  We 
r  eat 
ical 

wi  t 
i  zen 
capa 
y  40 
af  f  i 
ere  . 

dow 

s  mo 

E 

by 
at  u 
cat  i 


anton  in 

that  Canton 

gh  educational 

appeal 
ring  the 
stern  North 
ion  and 
s,  plastics, 
h  p  o  s  s  i  - 
s  of  Canton 
ble  in 
,  put  ting 
c  and 
The 
nt own  is 
re  difficult 
fforts  of 
setting 
nappr  ec  i  a  t  ed , 
on  . 


Barring  drastic  change,  the  likelihood  is  that  the  Town 
of  Canton  will  remain  primarily  a  paper  mill  town,  stable 
rather  than  growing.   The  fact  that  townspeople  have  seen 
fit  to  undertake  a  comprehensive  planning  program  is  but 
one  indication  that  there  is  no  attitude  of  resignation  in 
the  face  at    trends  indicated  in  this  report.   And  in  the  final 
analysis,  the  ma J o r  ,  impe t us  t6  tavorable  changes  in  the  economy 
of  the  ar^a  must  arise  from  the  actions  taken  by  the  citizens  of 
Cant  on . 


APPENDIX  A  -- 


POPULATION  PROJECTIONS  FOR  CANTON  AND  HAYWOOD 
COUNTY  TO  1980,  BY  AGE 


CANTON 

Age 
Groups 

Haywood  C  o  u  n 

ix. 

1960 

1970 

1980 

1960 

1970 

1980 

453 

499 

545 

0-  4 

4 

141 

4 

175 

4 

083 

396 

353 

394 

5-  9 

3 

842 

3 

698 

3 

743 

477 

429 

472 

10-14 

4 

341 

3 

840 

3 

870 

391 

356 

317 

15-19 

3 

326 

3 

177 

3 

058 

324 

377 

339 

20-24 

2 

632 

2 

980 

2 

632 

310 

375 

340 

25-29 

2 

577 

2 

585 

2 

465 

314 

277 

322 

30-34 

2 

692 

2 

442 

2 

763 

412 

289 

338 

35-39 

2 

809 

2 

350 

2 

356 

393 

284 

250 

40-44 

2 

630 

2 

541 

2 

307 

338 

368 

247 

45-49 

2 

276 

2 

448 

2 

051 

300 

362 

262 

50-54 

1 

965 

2 

408 

2 

327 

258 

292 

317 

55-59 

1 

674 

2 

087 

2 

245 

237 

250 

301 

60-64 

1 

534 

1 

749 

2 

144 

187 

227 

256 

65-69 

1 

228 

1 

563 

1 

948 

"  126 

172 

181 

70-74 

917 

1 

294 

1 

474 

152 

230 

277 

75  + 

1 

127 

1 

583 

2 

145 

5  ,  Q68 


5 , 140    5 ,15i 


39,711  40  ,920   41,611 


Source:    1960  from  U.S.  Census  data.   Projections  for  1970  and 
1980  from  IBM  650  computer  program  devised  by  Josef 
H.  Perry,  Division  of  Community  Planning,  and  Dr.  C. 
Horace  Hamilton,  North  Carolina  State  College. 


APPENDIX  B  --  POPULATION  PROJECTIONS  OF  HAYWOOD  TOWNSHIPS  TO  1980 


Percent  Change 
1960-1980 


COUNTY  TOTAL  37.631  39j711  40,920  41,611  +  4.8 

TOWN  OF  CANTON  4,906  5,068  5,140  5,158  +  1.8 

Rest  of  Beaverdam  Twp .  6,703  6,901  6,719  6,189  -10.3 

Cataloochee  Township  223  116  83  58  -50.0 

Cecil  Township  641  426  270  266  -37.6 

Clyde  Township  2,173  2,620  3,040  3,408  +30.1 

Crabtree  Township  1,017  851  683  670  -21.3 

East  Fork  Township  1,306  1,295  1,232  1,132  -12.6 

Fines  Creek  Township  1,197  905  655  462  -49.0 

Iron  Duff  Township  597  495  393  304  -38.6 

Ivy  Hill  Township  1,598  1,470  1,297  1,103  -25.0 

Jonathans  Creek  Twp.  1,126  928  737  566  -39.0 

Pigeon  Township  2,792  3,150  3,409  3,570  +13.3 

Waynesville  Town  and  Twp.  12,990  15,220  17,062  18,586  +22.1 

White  Oak  Township  362  266  188  129  -51.5 


Source:   Based  on  detailed  projections  from  Appendix  A. 


APPENDIX  C  -- 
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300- 
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$3  .000 

7  .999 
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COUNTY  TOTAL: 

$1 

,  426 

$5 

261 

$4 

701 

31 

8% 

51 

3% 

16.9% 

TOWN  OF  CANTON 

2 

,327 

7 
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6 
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18 

1 

48 

1 

33  .  8 

Rest  of  Beaverdam  Twp. 

1 
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5 
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5 
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1 

56 

6 

16  .3 

Cataloochee 
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2 
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2 

100 
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5 

23 
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Cecil 
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3 
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3 
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48 

4 

51 

6 
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Clyde 

1 

,  697 

5 
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5 
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19 

1 

60 

7 
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C  rabt  r  ee 
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3 
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2 
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51 

6 

41 

1 
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East  Fork 

1 

,045 

4 
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4 
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2 
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Fines  Creek 
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65 

6 
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Iron  Duff 

977 

3 
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2 
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36 
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4  .9 

Ivy  Hill 

1 
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3 
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3 
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43 

8 

49 

.9 
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Jonathans  Creek 
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2 
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2 
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63 

9 

32 

.9 
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Pigeon 

1 

,331 

4 
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4 
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31 

4 

53 

3 

15  .3 

TOWN  of  Waynesvi 
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,631 

5 
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4 

410 

28 

7 

55 

7 

15  .  6 

Rest  of  Waynesvi 

lie  Twp . 

1 

,  263 

4 
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4 
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5 

49 

2 

15  .3 

White  Oak 

545 

2 

274 

1 

577 

74 

2 

25 

8 

Computations   made  from  unpublished  U.S.  Census  data  in  the  Division  of 
Community  Planning. 


APPENDIX  D 


EDUCATION  AND  HOUSING  DATA  IN  HAYWOOD  COUNTY,   1960,  BY  TOWNSHIP 


T  ownshi  p 


Rous  ing       Educational  Attainment  of  Adults  Ages  25  + 
Percent       Median      Percent  Less      Percent  twelve 

Sub-           Years       Than  5  Years       or  more  years 
s  tandar d* 


COUNTY  TOTAL: 


3  1,5% 


9  .  0 


13  . 


32 


TOWN  OF  CANTON 

Rest  of  Beaverdam  Twp. 

Ca taloochee 

Cecil 

Clyde 

Crabt  r ee 

East  Fork 

Fines  Creek 

Iron  Duff 

Ivy  Hill 

Jonathans  Creek 

Pi  geon 

TOWN  of  Waynesville 

Rest  of  Waynesville  Twp, 

White  Oak 


12.  8 

40  .  2 

51  .  3 

59  .  7 

25  .  1 

57  .  0 

58  .  3 


78  .3 
55.7 
34  .  3 
66  .  3 
41  .  0 
19  .0 
26  .  8 
85  .  1 


11.5 

8  .  1 

7  .  8 

7  .  1 
10  .  4 

8  .  7 
8  .  0 
8  .  1 
8  .  1 

8  .  3 

7  .  3 

9  .  3 
10  .  2 

8  .  7 
6  .  4 


9.3 

16  .  2 
20.  0 

17  .  6 


11  .3 
11  .  1 
18  .  6 
17.4 
18  .  6 
14.8 
14.  6 
11  .  6 
10  .8 
16  .  1 
34  .  6 


46  .9 
22.5 
27.5 
16.7 
37.8 
26.9 
16.6 
22.0 
21.9 
23.9 
18.4 
29  .9 
40.3 
33.1 
16.5 


Source:   Unpublished  U.  S.  Census  data  in  the  Division  of  Community  Planning. 


*   Substandard  housing  is  that  housing  which  is  either  classified  as  dilapidated  or  lacks 
a  full  complement  of  plumbing  facilities. 


APPENDIX  E  --  1960  EMPLOYMENT  BY  INDUSTRY  AND  NUMBER  OF  WORKERS  OUTSIDE  THE  COUNTY  FOR 
RESIDENTS  OF  HAYWOOD  COUNTY  TOWNSHIPS 
(*  indicates  fewer  than  10  employees) 

Ma.jor  Industry  of  Employment 


Agriculture 


Manu- 

f ac  tur  inf 


Prof  .  and     All 
Bus  i  ness    Other 
Services* 


Resi  dents 
with  Jobs 
outside 
the  County 


COUNTY  TOTAL: 

TOWN  OF  CANTON 

Rest  of  Beaverdam  Twp . 

Cataloochee 

Ceci  1 

Clyde 

C  rabt  r ee 

East  Fork 

Fines  Creek 

Iron  Duf  f 

Ivy  Hill 

Jonathans  Creek 

P  i  geon 

TOWN  of  Waynesville 

Rest  of  Waynesville  Twp. 

White  Oak 


13 , 568 


73 
154 

48 
176 
111 
116 
166 
100 

34 
285 

60 


1097 

514 

1261 

451 

* 

— 

67 

25 

547 

236 

83 

47 

195 

52 

41 

39 

40 

35 

133 

89 

64 

39 

606 

180 

689 

948 

1309 

772 

15 

-- 

297 

1 

,912 

198 

335 

2 

,224 

282 

* 

23 

123 

11 

116 

972 

142 

16 

300 

35 

77 

372 

80 

20 

276 

25 

27 

213 

12 

149 

487 

42 

51 

320 

24 

135 

1 

,  021 

187 

619 

2 

,  290 

173 

608 

2 

,974 
75 

254 

Source:   Unpublished  U.  S.  Census  data  in  the  Division  of  Community  Planning. 
*   Finance,  insurance,  and  real  estate  employment  is  included  with  'all  other 
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